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Focus on Europe

For good or ill, chief influence on present world structure 

 Must not discount other civilizations 

Origin in Peace of Westphalia, 1648

Ended Thirty Years War in Europe

Westphalia established principle of sovereignty

Consolidation of the state, 1648-1814

Changes in nature of central political actors

Power diffused among 7-8 principal actors
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Origin in Congress of Vienna, 1815

Ended Napoleonic Wars in Europe

Reaffirmed principle of sovereignty

Established Concert of Europe 

Rise of national state

Shift from dynastic rule to popular rule

Convergence of national and state loyalty
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Origin in Congress of Vienna, 1815

Rise of national state

Balance of Power system, 1815-1914

System was multipolar

Shifting alignments created balance

Decline of multipolar system

Rise of new powers “globalized” system

Technological innovations

Continuation of nationalist movements
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